The topical application of sulphonamide compounds is a clinical method of immediate practical importance. A short survey of data from the available literature seems desirable.
Small sports injuries, cuts, abrasions were treated prophylactically with prontosil by Jaeger (1936) . Other earlier papers on the subject have been reviewed by Hamburger [March, 1942 [March, (1939 [March, , 1940 Case 4.?A man had had a 3-inch long incision at the outer edge of the sole of the foot, 6 weeks before admission. He had apparently had cellulitis. When seen the incision had failed to close. Two sores of 1 inch diameter had formed at the ends of the old incision. Foul discharge. After cleaning, a 5 per cent sulphanilamide ointment healed the wound within 2 days.
Two cases of chronic paronychia were successfully treated. One had lasted 10 days prior to admission, the other for 6 months intermittently.
A 3 per cent sulphonamide-milkan ointment with cod-liver oil was applied, which brought relief from pain within 2 hours. By then, all pus was gone, a gauze strip soaked in spirit could now be pushed easily under the nail bed; the ointment was put on top, and healing followed within 3 and 4 days.
(6) Quite a separate and important item is the treatment of certain eye conditions with topical sulphonamides. For some time the treatment of trachoma with sulphonamides internally has been discussed, but opinions are still divided. We have applied sulphonamide to the conjunctiva and, though our studies are not concluded, it seems that patients in the early stages of the affection do well. It is considered superior to systemic application in such cases where a high concentration of the therapeutic agent at the site of the lesion can otherwise not be achieved-
